
June 6, 2009

Farewell and Godspeed

June 7 is the last Sunday at Trinity for Roseanne Warren and Hazel King.

Roseanne has been among us as a Stanford student for five years. Since Stanford graduation ceremonies will be held on Sunday morning, June 14, tomorrow (June 7) we as a congregation will implore God’s blessings upon her, for growth in the faith, a steadfast heart, and a spirit devoted to service as she prepares for her life in Vancouver, British Columbia.

Hazel for twenty-three years has heard the Word of God, received the Sacrament, prayed, rejoiced, and served with us; we thank the Lord of the Church for the fellowship that has been granted to us. She will live in Hayward; and we are certain that the work that our Father began in her will be brought to completion at the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Yard Sale

A thank you to those who gave, priced, organized, managed, and cleaned up for the yard sale today (Saturday, June 6). The proceeds of the sale will be given to Hotel de Zink, in order to support this much-need service of daily bread.

Reading

The sands of time keep slipping through the hour glass of history, but the child of God has a foothold on something based in eternity. We live in this world but are not of it. We stand flat-footed on earth, but our citizenship is in Heaven. That makes all the difference in the world. Others may fear what awaits them in the next day, but we face the future calmly because our identity in this world is based on God’s actions before the foundation of the world. Our heavenly Father has chosen us in Christ before time began, that we might serve Him here in time. He chose us in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him.

Although we know the choosing is His work alone, sometimes we reason that the holiness of life must then be our work. Isn’t that the trouble often enough? We presume that while salvation is His work, holy living is our department. No wonder matters go sour in our lives. For we have no holiness in this world apart from the holiness designed before the creation of the world. The only holy life we have to live here in time began in eternity,, when our heavenly Father chose us in His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be His own beloved children.

Already then He had designed the entire masterful plan, which includes not only the payment for our sin, but also the very lives we live here in this world as His children. Jesus is not only our justification and redemption but He is also our sanctification. The whole of life, forgiveness and holy living, that is, faith and works, is all of one piece. What God our Father wants us to do, He equips us to do in His Son, our Lord.

Not only has the Father redeemed us, He has also sanctified us; not only has He made the payment for our sins, He has also given to is a holy life to live; and this holiness is not of our making. The Father planned our salvation so that we were redeemed with the holy precious blood of His Son in such as way that we might live under Him and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. It is all one piece, both faith and live, believing and doing, salvation and living. And it is all ours in Jesus Christ, wrapped up in one big, glorious package and delivered to us as the gift in His holy Word and Sacraments that we might receive it in faith. That is what His kingdom is about: God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father given us His Holy Spirit so that by His grace we believe His Holy Word and thus lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity.

Harold Senkbeil, Where is the World is God?, pages 9,10

Prayers

Collect for Holy Trinity 

Almighty and everlasting God, who has given to us, Your servants, grace, by the confession of a truth faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity and in the power of the Divine Majesty to worship the Unity, we implore You that You would keep us steadfast in this faith and evermore defend us from all adversities; who lives and reigns, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For Purity of Heart

O Lord God, who delights in a clean heart, I do approach You relying on my personal righteousness but trusting solely in the merits of Your beloved Son, my redeemer Jesus. For His sake forgive me my sins; and create in me a clean heart, and renew a loyal spirit within me. Remove from my heart and my mind all evil desires and wayward plans; uproot from my life all growth of greed and envy, banish every word of anger and hatred, and break every thought of pride and vanity. Spare me from an accusing conscience, and fill my heart with love for You and the spirit of service to all people. Grant to me abundant, enduring strength to resist and overcome temptation. Clothe me with the righteous garments that Jesus purchased for me by His death on Golgotha. Cause me to grow in grace before You and to increase in works of love as long as I live. And when my life draws to its close, bless me with a place in Your glorious presence. This I ask of You in the name of Jesus, Your Son. Amen

A General Petition for Those in Need

O Father, look down from Your throne that neither fades in majesty nor diminishes in grace, and look upon the condition of Your people; visit and relieve Your servants for whom we offer our supplications. Look upon them with the eyes of Your mercy, and grant to them comfort and sure confidence in You. Defend them from every danger of the enemy and the evil of man; and keep them in perpetual peace and safety. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

Sunday Preparation

The Feast of The Holy Trinity

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 507, “Holy, Holy, Holy”

Entrance Hymn: LSB 506, “Glory Be to God the Father”

Hymn of the Day: LSB 497, “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord”

Distribution Hymns: LSB 604, “I Bind Unto Myself Today” & LSB 876, “O Blessed, Holy Trinity”

Recessional Hymn: LSB 794, “The Lord, My God, Be Praised”

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 6:1-7

1In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and His train filled the temple. 2Above Him stood the seraphim; each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory.” 4And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of Him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 

5And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 

6Then flew one of the seraphim to me, having in his hand a burning coal which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7And he touched my mouth, and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin forgiven.” 

· When King Uzziah died, Israel wondered what would happen next, for Uzziah had led the people into years of prosperity and security: “Would foreign invaders ravage the land? What would happen to the daily bread that we have enjoyed?” Of what does the vision remind us?

· Why would the lips of Isaiah be cleansed before he began his ministry (noted in the rest of the chapter)?

Epistle, Romans 11:33-36

33O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways! 34For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been His counselor? 35Or who has given a gift to Him that He might be repaid? 36For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be glory for ever. Amen. 

· What is the answer to the questions posed by Paul?

· If that is the answer, what is our position before God?

Holy Gospel, John 3:1-17

1Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do, unless God is with him.” 

3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 

5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born anew.’ 8The wind blows where it wills, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it is with every one who is born of the Spirit.” 

9Nicodemus said to Him, “How can this be?” 

10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand this? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, We speak of what We know, and bear witness to what We have seen; but you do not receive Our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven but He who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life.” 

16For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.

· Nicodemus addresses Jesus with words of honor; with His response how has our Lord redirected Nicodemus’ attention?

· What will happen if we lay the template of earthly understanding upon the matters of Heaven?

· Why does Trinity display a crucifix above her altar and use a processional crucifix?

Announcements

Sun, 6/7

· 7:30 p.m., LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Tue, 6/9

· 7:30 p.m., Church Council Meeting

Tue-Thu, 6/9-11

· Trinity hosts Christ on Campus, a conference for Campus Ministries

Wed, 6/10

· 10:00 a.m., L.I.F.E. Course: Apologetics – Defending the Faith

Thu, 6/11

· 4:45 p.m., Children’s Choir

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Sat-Sat, 6/13-20

· Pastor Crown will be away

Sun, 6/14, 1st Sunday after Holy Trinity Sunday

· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Genesis 15:1-6; I John 4:16-21; Luke 16:19-31)

· 12:30 p.m., Board of Campus Ministry Meeting

Ordinations and Installations. You are invited to the Ordination and Installation of Eric Robinson, who received the call to serve Redeemer, Redwood City, as Outreach Pastor. The rites of ordination and installation will be held at 2:00 p.m. on June 7.

Then, on Sunday, June 21st at 5pm, you are invited to the Ordination and Installation of José Cervantes. A reception will follow the service. He will serve St. Paul Lutheran Church as Associate Pastor, working in Hispanic Ministry. The service will be bilingual, with the ordination and installation rite done in Spanish.

God’s Stewards.  Why had the LORD chosen Israel? Israel had no advantage which might have motivated God to act? Among the peoples and nations of that age, Israel was unknown and economically underdeveloped ((Deuteronomy 7:7); they had no godly traditions on which the Lord gazed (Deuteronomy 26:5); and they were self-willed (Deuteronomy 9:6). The call of Israel as the people of God and as His treasure had its basis in His grace and mercy. (Deuteronomy 7:8). No one has the right to question the Lord in regard to His actions; the incomprehensible ways in which He exercises His plan of salvation is received in faith; it is accepted for what it is: a declaration of His will and a revelation of His mercy (Deuteronomy 32:4; Romans 11:33-36).

Missions. Good news from Vicar Shauen and Krista Trump in Uganda. "Kevin is a local woodworker from whom fellow missionaries Jake and Michelle Gillard have purchased a large amount of their furniture. Through this interaction, a relationship was formed, and Kevin was drawn to faith, seeking Baptism along with his daughter. Jake and Shauen began meeting with Kevin for some pre-Baptism classes. Kevin soon told them that he had told his grandfather, who is also a Christian, that he was going to be baptized. His grandfather told Kevin that he sits in his deceased father's chair, and because his father was a witchdoctor, he must burn his father's fetishes before he is baptized. So last week, both families piled into our respective cars and along with Kevin made the drive to Fort Portal, a town in the west where Kevin is from. We arrived Thursday afternoon and were thinking that we'd burn the fetishes first thing Friday morning, but Kevin was anxious to burn them right away. We gathered at the family home and waited for a family member to return with some paraffin for the burning. The burning of fetishes is not exactly something that is covered in Seminary, so neither Jake nor Shauen knew exactly what to do. We read several Psalms, prayed, read the Apostle's Creed, poured paraffin over the fetishes, and then lit the fire. What did we expect to happen? Whatever our individual expectations might have been, nothing happened. The fire crackled like it was supposed to and the fetishes burned to nothing. The task is done. God's Word is certainly stronger than any two-bowled pipe, special gourds, or dark seed pods. We rely upon His protection and promises. He is risen! And none of these inanimate scorched objects can do that."


You are invited to a Trinity Congregation Luncheon and Talent Show on Sunday, June 28th on the garth. Lunch will be served beginning at 12:30p.m.; the show, hosted by Katy Cummings and Laura Barton-Holding, will begin at 1:00p.m., and will run approximately 90 minutes. RSVP to Katy for lunch at (650)331-1622 or katyrcummings@gmail.com. Please speak with Laura if you wish to participate in the Talent Show or Art Display.

Short Answers

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 6:1-7

· When King Uzziah died, Israel wondered what would happen next, for Uzziah had led the people into years of prosperity and security: “Would foreign invaders ravage the land? What would happen to the daily bread that we have enjoyed?” Of what does the vision remind us? Temporal rulers rule at the pleasure of God; they are always His agents, sometimes for the disbursement of peace and prosperity and sometimes for chastisement and discipline of the nations, calling people to repentance. Yet at all times God Almighty governs all things; He always maintains absolute lordship of His creation, and because of that, when tragedy befalls the world and evil erupts in high places, His people may live with hope.
· Why would the lips of Isaiah be cleansed before he began his ministry (noted in the rest of the chapter)? As the member of the body that speaks and therefore by which the thoughts of the heart are revealed, the lips must be cleansed in order to prepare him for his ministry of preaching the holy Word of God. This is also recognized in the versicles of Matins and Vespers: O Lord, open my lips and my mouth will declare Your praise.
Epistle, Romans 11:33-36

· What is the answer to the questions posed by Paul? No one.
· If that is the answer, what is our position before God? We are in no position to demand from God or expect from Him what we seek or deserve; we kneel before Him in submission and humility, as beggars receiving from a benevolent and generous Lord. It is our duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.
Holy Gospel, John 3:1-17

· Nicodemus addresses Jesus with words of honor; with His response how has our Lord redirected Nicodemus’ attention? Nicodemus approached Jesus; Jesus redirected Nicodemus to understand why Jesus was present: to reveal the Father in the fullness of grace and truth, to give Nicodemus rebirth through faith in Jesus’ ministry as the revelation of God’s true Presence.

· What will happen if we lay the template of earthly understanding upon the matters of Heaven? We will order creation from man to God, inverting the order of creation, as if man were over God; then the good gifts of God would depend on us and our work and understanding. Our identity would then depend upon how we would give birth to ourselves rather than the mercy that forgives sin and recreates the grace-filled relationship between Creator and creature.
· Why does Trinity display a crucifix above her altar and use a processional crucifix? They keep before our eyes the means by which God has revealed His love to the world. We preach Jesus Christ and Him crucified; His submission and trust and faithfulness even to His death on the cross is the source of our salvation; for by ourselves, without rebirth through trust in the Father’s mercy, have no fear, love, and trust in God.
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